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Italian and British design trends






or a family

f six that is func-
tional yet elegant,

modern with a rich-

ness of architecture

and materials that
IS much more than
the sum of its parts.

nec |

By Peter Sobchak Photos by Andrej Kopac

Every archiveciural firm wants 1o create residential spaces that are sensitive
ter the way the eliene lives, Bue for thess practicing fashionable Madernism,
i5 it possible to design 2 warm, organic stucre that accommaodares the
evolving necds of a young family?

A new residential project by 3nd Uncle Diesipn, who were selecred by
Torentos Interior Design Show as s 2005 Designer of the Yeas, proves not
only thar this can be done, bue that it can be done with aplamb.

A private residence for a family of six, the approximarely 11.000-
square-foor strucmire includes vwa stories and a basemenr. The original
|11|11:;_54§|m‘, situted :|.|-:1:1g the Humber Biver in Erobicoke, 2 west end subs-
urly of Toronte, was torn down and this new heuse buile with its awn dis-
tamct ':Jclml::.', yet respecting the alignments aned |1.c'aEht restrictions of other
houses on the streer. Modern in both spirit and bedy, the front of the house
expresses @ horizoneal order. emphasized by the overhanging brow of the
Har roof, wood siding and a continueus band of windows, which overlook
a park. An exterior cladding composed of sapelhi wood, coppen, and glass
provides @ uniqué warmeh and grace.

Inside, spaces are open, interconnected and defined by a skeleton com-
pased of concrete floors and steel posts and beams, intended ro maximize
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the clear span bevween walls, The plan of » organized along a cen-
teal axis which runs the length of the property from the entry 1o the end o

the bac d. is really 4 series of etenor and interior e

[0 CFEATe ane e creating walls,” explains Armz
Hassam, Euiru.:ip'.l! n 1;|1;1_'r|5l‘:,' af the P'rr_:j-!;r_'r,, The g'h;l”fn.ﬁ_:: then became,
hew do yeu define spaces within such an open plan?” The team salved this
by USIng i combination of effects, for example having different materials
like stone and wood converging wo demarcate space, as well as raisis
lowering levels a step or o tuate the transitions berween areas.
Th sth of the house is rated by a raised Algonquin Ledge
rock platform munning along the central axis thar forms a wide passape
incorporating the circulation seair and the dining area stage. “We tried 10
prolong the esperience of the space by extending lines righe through the
house from the frane of the lot into the backyard,” says Hassam. And while
this plinth divides the interior spaces inte mudroom, kicchen and living
room arsas on one side and the grand room, garden, pool area and back-
:l'.'l.l't[ on the other, “spaces unfold, instead |.':|F|l|'_'1.'i.|1.il'|!; v, s Hassam pus ae.
The core of the vertical arrium space comprises & two-storey African
erimoe wood slab, counterbalanced by a lean steel and glass stair, (embel-

lishued by 2 gracehul, continuous  steel handrail running like a b

bsan from the basement all the way up to the second floor and into the mas-

ter suite). A landi he top of the stairs provides 2 common area for the




Previcus spread baft = Tha long dining platfonm ard industrial-styie steel and glass stalcase are framed on fwo sides by glass which provides views both oul o the yard and Back in en
itseH, giving the hause transpanency and finoding tha atriam with natural light. Previcus spread rght > An alaminum lowvered sereen provides shade during the day, while emphasizing the
lantern effect of the house at néght. Above keft > While the exterioc emphasines the horizontal plane, th intesiar emphasizes the venical dimension of the atrivm, created by the stainesll
and the etimos slab, Balow Jeft > The children’s hallway on the second fiaor has Buikt-in benches with horizontal windows that frame a view of the garden and pod. All windows and doors
in the house are custom-made wsing high-leved therrel insubated glaring. Abew > The majestic master suite bathroom features stabs of Algonguin Ledge rock on the floces and walls.

kids o play rogether, To the right of the saircase, dad in maple, is the chil-
dren's hall and their bedrooms along the front of the house. To the left an
intimate passage, created by a jatoba wood panelled full-heigh library, leads
to the master suite and studia.

Storage and wardrobes concealed behind full-height millwork pancls
in the bedrooms and corridors are incorporated so seamlessly you can'
tell the difference berween closers or simple panclling. The team wanted
to hide anyrhing thar could clutter or get in the way of the experience of
the space, including door handles and even i‘lil!lgl':!. “The dtﬁgl‘l of the
house had to be sophisticared enough to discrectly hide the things you
don't want 1o see bue still need,” explains Hassam

The exvensive use of glass, while helping to dissolve transitions hetween
interior and exacrior spaces, produced challenges in conwrolling nanral
light, which were resolved by crafting layers into the full-height curtain
wall. The bowom part, made of dear hear mirmor glzing, frames the gar-
den and opens up relationships back o the inside, while the upper layer is

composed of a texwured glass that diffuses light. Suspended about two feet
in frone of the glass is an aluminum louvered screen that provides shade
from the sun while J||1’m"tn_g netueral |ig]'|[ to enter and bathe the interior
stairwell down w the basement. At night the house vimually glows, acting
as a gant illuminated lantern for the garden.

It is invigorating vo come agross a project that so fully embodices a
firn's philasophy. “IF you just follow the idea of a flow chare of spaces
that basically describe functions and solve problems, you will end up
with shirey spaces,” says Hassam, There’s nothing rich abour just solving
problems, and this house has a richness beyond the sum of irs pars,

“Archivecture is more than solving problems,” enthuses Hassam, "leis
the vessel that inspires your life. Everything from the qualities of light wo
the feel of a handrmil, framing views 1o the outside because they remind
you of nature, running your hand along a wall because you like the feel of
the material.” Sobving problems has nothing to do with desire, and this
house exuols the desive for a life well lived. o
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